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COVER PICTURE

The cover picture shows how the structure of an
α-CN vinyl radical is elucidated through the
photolysis of stereoisomeric vinyl halide precur-
sors. The vinyl radical intermediates react with the
solvent to form stereoisomeric styrenes. Analysis
of the yields of the styrenes as a function of
temperature establishes the α-CN vinyl radical as
a rapidly inverting bent, and not linear, species.
The photolyses of α-Me, α-C(H)�O and α-F
substituted bromostyrenes indicate that the
α-Me vinyl radical is also rapidly inverting,
while the α-C(H)�O and α-F vinyl radicals are
stable bent species. The experimental results are
supported by quantum chemical computations.
Details are discussed in the article by G.
Lodder et al. on p. 435ff. Patty Nieuwenburg
is acknowledged for the background photo of
the dunes of Harlech, Wales.
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